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Ix our yesterday’s paper we referred to a letter, which we had re- 
ceived, of considerable importance to the performers at our Theatres: 
we now present it. 


“ TO THE EDITORS OF THE THEATRICAL OBSERVER.” 
“ Gentlemen, 


One of the juniors of my family having purchased your 
papers, they fell under my notice ; and I will do you the justice to say 
the work appears conducted on honorable principles. As it bears such 
a character, and is devoted to Theatrical subjects, I have thought it 
a proper medium, (with your permission) of communicating my opi- 
nion on a matter as much connected with the interests of the Stage, as 
with those of Society—namely—the private character of Theatrical 


- Performers. 


It is, I think, notorious, that of all classes of the community, there 
is none which has at all times contained so large a proportion of ill- 
conducted members as that of the profession of the Stage. Amongst 
the men there have been found innumerable debauchees, unprincipled 
spend-thrifts, and insincere friends; and amongst the women, too 
many exhibiting a disgusting levity, or who are no better than public 
courtezans. Now what can be the character of an audience in this 
christian country, who sit with delight to witness the performances of 
persons thus degraded byvice! Are we, because they possess talent, 
to forget they want virtue? Is it possible for a well-constructed mind 
to receive gratification at the hands of those it contemns? Shall we 
applaud the very persou who in our heart we despise /—No—the spec- 
tator that does so is an errant hypocrite, and merits the contempt he 
suppresses. For my part, gentlemen, I cannot countenance an amusc- 
ment that is not conveyed in a pure shape, both in language and 
action; and through the medium of an individual to whose private con- 
duet there i is no high moral objection. You must, therefore, suppose I 
seldom visit our Theatres : ; or allow those of my children who I can 
controul, to do so; and you may imagine I sct my face against their 
attention being drawn towards those places of entertainment. If it 
were in your power to render the acting Drama, and all the represen- 
tatives of its characters worthy the esteem of good men, I will say, 
(without a glanee of self-commendation,) you sha!l have the support of 

Nov, 28. E Civis.” 
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To Crvis we will say, that if it is in our powcr to shew him the er- 
roncous grounds on which he bas formed his opinion, and that he may 
conscientiously take a seat in our Theatres on numerous occasions, we 
hope to have the honor of his name in our list of sudscribers, amongst 
whom are some ef as worthy and independent individuals as exist in 
this “ Christian Country.” 


We assent to the value of good private character in every station 
of life; but in our view of the class of Theatrical Performers as it 
exists in these days, there appears no such disproportion of vice pre- 
dominant over virtue as Cirts assumes. If we chose to name many 
members of this profession whose private conduct ie in any degree 
known to us, we could present a long list of excellent fathers, mo- 
thers, husbands, wives, brothers, sisters, &e. who fulfill the relative 
duties of their station with propriety. Truc, there may be some 
glaring exceptions—persons who, from the very publicity of their avo- 
cation, have the faults and errors of their life made conspicuous; but 
these ought not to confer a similar character on the whole body,whose 
reputation in Society is gradually advancing, and will, we trust, never 
recede. The opinion of Cor7s is evidently formed on what he may have 
heardof some particular depravity, or have read of in the Green-Room 
History of former times: and we think he may look to the circles, not 
merely where fashion moves, but where men of plain sterling worth 
are to be found, and seeing the number of principal members of our 
creat Theatres welcomed there, he might, surely, consider himself not 
so superior a being, as to be above permitting them to rehearse or em- 
body the passions in his presence. We admit, that where gross per- 
sonal misconduct in a performer, has become “ notorious,” there can 
be no very high satisfaction in witnessing their histrionic efforts : but 
at the same time it becomes a questionable point—how far the public 
havea right to sit in judgment on the private behaviour of a person grho 
only appears a candidate for approbation as one of the characters of 
the Drama. As to the Plays in which C7r/s would demand purity— 
he will find some, we think, that convey sufficient morality for a 
divine ; and so we hope to find him patronising Morton, &c. the 
Histrionice Artists, and—The Theatrical Observer. 





COVENT GARDEN. 

The Two Gentlemen of Ferona has undergone some judicious al- 
terations.—The house was excessively full. 

Dracny Laxr.—De.Vonfort still continues to draw good Houses. 

We have to apologize for the mistake (the first of the kind which 
has occured) in a few of Thursday's numbers— The Coronation, was 
announced instead ef Maid or Wife? The first intimation from 
Drury Lane was to this effeet, though afterwards altered. There 
were net more than 800 of tiése bills printed, and in the greater 
number of our circulatien the errer was corrected, 


; 


Theatre Ropal, Covent Garden. 
<i — 


ay This Evening will be performed Shakespeare’s Play of 


: The Two Gentlemen 


in 
TRONA 
OF VERONA. 
on ' 7 Pe 
it Duke ef Milan Mr. EGERTON. Ubaldo...... Mr. DURUSET. 
c- Antonio,........ Mr. CHAPMAN. Carlos....... Mr. ‘TAYLOR. 
ay Protens......... Mr. ABBOTT. Luigi......... Mr. COMER. 
oe Valenutine....... Mr. JONES. Stephano... Mr. J. ISAACS. 
e secant é = Berta 
we Sir Thurio...... Mr: FARREN. Rodolfo...... Mr. PYNE. 
ie Sir glamour... Mr. HUNT. Julia.....o6e. Miss M. TREE. 
ne Launce.......... Mr. LISTON. Sylvia... Miss HALLANDE 
vo- Speed...eccccceee Mr BLANCHARD | Lucetta.... Miss BEAUMONT 
rut In Act IV. will be introduced Four additional Scenes, consisting of—Scene I- 
ose THE CARNIVAL in the SQUARE of MILAN, 
ver Jn which, according to the ancient custom at Carnivals, takes place the 
Ave GRAND EMBLEMATICAL PROCESSION 
om Of the Seasons and the Elements. 
not Ist. “Spring.—2ad. Summer.—3rd, Autumn.—tth. Winler.—oth. Earth.— 
é 6th. Air.—7th. Fire.—Sth. Water. 
rth In this Element, Thetis is seen conducting CLEOPATRA’s GALLEY, as 
our sailiag down the River Cydnus.—Scene UI. 
not THE PALACE OF THE HOURS. 
m= The Genius of Pleasure, Miss E. DENNETT 
Toe SCENE IIT. 
can Artificial Mountain in the Gardens of ths Duke of Milan, which ex- 
bat plodes and discovers Scene IV. 
hlic THE TEMPLE OF APOLLO. 
ono The following ave the Selections from Shakspenre. 
of Song— When Thaveseen the hungry ocean Poems 
!}— Song— 7T'rue love is an cver fired mark, Sonnets 
ra Duet—Say, tho’ you strive. Poems 
en Song—0O never say that I was false. Sonnets 
‘ Glee—Ciood night, Good rest. Sonnets 
Song— When in disgrace with fortune. So nnets 
Roun !—To sec his face. Venus & Adonis 
(ilee— Who is Sylvia? Two Gentlemen of Verons 
sSong—Lo! in the torrent, Sonnets 
“i. Song— That time of year. Sonnets 
; Chorus—No» the hungry lions roar, mids. Night’s Dreams 
Dnet—On a day Love's Labour Lost 
‘ sSong—Should he upbraid. Taming of the Shrew 
j Finale—How like a winter. Sonnets. 
nich To which will will be added a New Entertainment, called THE 
was "KY... > a D) . Y 
eM Two Pages of Frederick the Great. 
ore The principal characters by 
iter Mr.W. FARREN, Mis. CHHATTERLEY, Miss FOOTE, 


Mr. FAWCETY, Mrs. FAUCIT, Miss LOVE, 
Mrs. GIBBS, Mrs. VINEING. 


On Monday. the Pwo Gentlemen of Veron 





Vheatre Ropal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening will be performed the Tragedy of 


DE MONFORT. 


With a newly arranged Fifth Act. 
De Monfort.......... Mr. KEAN. 
Rezenvelt............. Mr. COOPER. 
Jerome......-.-..... Mr. FOOTE. 
Manuel.............-. Mr. POWELL. 
Oe ..... Mr. BROMLEY 
Count Freberg......... Mr. BARNARD. 

Bernard, Mr. WILLMOTT, 

Page, Miss Carr. Anselm, Mr. Thompson. Hilario, Mr. Vining. 
Antonio, Mr. Meredith. Jaques, Mr. Webster. Pedro, Mr. Howell, 
Officer, Mr. Dobbs, Officers Messrs. Hope, Gussio, Xe. 
Mouks, Messrs. Read, Smith, Sheriff, Randall, Isaacs, Turnour, &e. 
Jane De Monfort...... Mrs. EGERTON. 
Countess Freberg.., ... Miss SMITHSON. 
Theresa, Mrs, BARNARD, Abbess, Mrs. KNIGIIT, 
Novice, Mrs. ORGER. 

In act two a Festival, in which Miss TREE will dance a Pas Seul. 


In act five a Requiem, composed by Mr. 'f. Cooke. 


After wh ich, 


ryY Y a 
The Coronation. 
Principal Characters by 
Mr. T. COOKE, Mr. RUSSELL, Mr. KNIGHT, and Miss CUBITT 
In which will be given a New Comic Song, 
“ The King and the Coronation, Old England and the People.” 


By Mr. Knight, with a New Overture composed by Mr. 'T. Cooke. 








On Monday De Monfort, with The Coronation. 
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